[Successful antiemetic treatment of TSUMURA Rikkunshi-to Extract Granules for ethical use in addition to other antiemetic agents in neoadjuvant chemotherapy for an advanced breast cancer patient].
A 45-year-old woman who suffered from left breast cancer, 8 cm in diameter, with skin invasion and axillary lymph node involvement but no distant metastasis, underwent neoadjuvant chemotherapy. FEC100 consisting of 5-FU (500 mg/m(2)), epirubicin (100 mg/m(2)) and cyclophosphamide (500 mg/m(2)), were given intravenously for tumor reduction in connection with breast conserving surgery. Although antiemetic agents such as granisetron hydrochloride,metoclopramide and dexamethasone failed to prevent frequent emesis and loss of appetite in the first course, TSUMURA Rikkunshi-to Extract Granules (Rikkunshi-to) in addition to those antiemetic agents from the second course remarkably well controlled nausea and vomiting. Consequently, 6 courses of neoadjuvant chemotherapy were carried out successfully and brought about complete tumor remission. Rikkunshi-to was first medicated for non-ulcer dyspepsia, but now we suggest that it is possibly a good new antiemetic agent.